
Dear <<Firstname>>,

42 can mean a lot of things. In 1942, the nations were deeply embroiled in the second World War. The average age 
of a successful business start-up founder is 42. Bill Clinton was our 42nd President, and Jackie Robinson’s famous 
Dodgers #42 jersey is now retired from all of Major League Baseball to honor this man.

But what does 42 mean to you?

At United Methodist Communities, 42 is a number that represents a community of giving. Today, 42 seniors  
are being cared for in the familiar place they love to call home because of someone like you. 

42 simply outlived their resources and could no longer afford the total 
cost of their care.

But 42 residents have continued to live in the places they call home, 
surrounded by friends and staff who’ve come to feel like family over 
the years. That number may increase as needs arise, thanks to the 
generosity of people like you. 

Benevolent care—continuing to care for those who outlive their 
financial resources—has always been at the heart of United Methodist 
Communities’ mission. And with the support of over 1,000 friends, family 
members, churches, and other partners, these seniors have been 
given the Gift of Care. Our name for this fund reflects our focus on 
benevolence: caring for our neighbors in need.

Earlier this year, we shared Rose’s story with you and gave you a 
glimpse of what life is like for the average resident who receives 
benevolent care. Just like Rose, many of the 42 residents currently 
participating with benevolent care are in their 90’s. They have lived long, 
full lives, and feel blessed to call a UMC community home. Through the Gift of 
Care Circle, these residents can continue experiencing abundant life. 

But when you contribute to the Gift of Care Circle, it’s not only residents 
who benefit from your generosity. Their families and loved ones also have 
stories of gratitude to share. 

Debbie’s mother Ilene first came to United Methodist Communities in 2001. 
She enjoyed several years in assisted living before being diagnosed with 
Alzheimer’s disease. Ilene briefly moving to a dementia care facility, but when 
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Credit Card    
Visit foundation.umcommunities/42 to make 
a secure online donation or call 732-922-9802 
x2121, and we will process your credit card 
donation over the phone..
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qYes I want to be part of the Gift of Care Circle! 
I’m enclosing my year-end donation of: 

	 q $500 q $100 q $50 Other $______
 In memory of / In honor of  

            Church Name: ____________________City/Zip: ____________________
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Debbie learned that UMC had converted the second floor of Ilene’s former community  
into a memory care unit, Debbie and her siste were eager to move their mother back. 

They missed the warmth and family atmosphere of UMC. 

“When my mom moved back to her UMC community, it felt like coming home,” Debbie explained. 
“Even though her dementia was advanced, she was still included in activities and meals with the other 
residents on her floor. The staff were fantastic; I knew my mom was taken care of and that she  
wasn’t alone.”

Debbie’s mother was able to afford care for a year or two before her finances were depleted. With the 
high cost associated with the level of care Ilene needed, the family felt an overwhelming sense of relief 
and appreciation when they learned she was eligible for benevolent care. Recalling that time, Debbie 
emphasized what a great comfort it was knowing that her mom “could continue living in the community she 
had enjoyed for so many years.” 

As you prepare for the holidays, we hope you’ll remember Rose, Ilene, Debbie, and countless other 
members of the UMC family who have been blessed by your generosity. 

A donation to the Gift of Care Circle is a gift of compassion, security, and reassurance. Your gift has the 
power to touch more lives than you’ll ever know. Please make your contribution today!

Sharing in your spirit of generosity,

Larry Carlson, President & CEO                Rev. Ed Carll, Chair, UMC Foundation Board of Trustees

her sister


